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SUBJECT
NSF 61/NSF 600 Extraction Requirement Changes

PURPOSE
To provide an explanation of the changes to NSF/ANSI/CAN Standard 61 and outline the requirements of 

NSF/ANSI/CAN 600.

GENERAL
There are significant changes that will affect coating products certified to meet the NSF/ANSI/CAN 61: 

Drinking Water System Components – Health Effects standard (NSF 61). This standard includes requirements 

for organic solvents among a number of other chemical extraction limitations. The maximum contaminant 

levels (MCLs) were drastically lowered for xylene, ethylbenzene, and toluene as part of the changes to 

the 2018 version of the standard. These changes will effectively eliminate most solvent based coatings, 

commonly used for potable water service, from being certified to the standard. While the current version 

of the standard specifies these new MCLs, certifying bodies such as NSF have some discretion on the 

implementation time frame. NSF has informed industry that they will make these changes effective January 

1, 2023 to allow industry time to prepare. 

At the same time the MCL changes for xylene, ethylbenzene and toluene were implemented, the extraction 

requirements used by both the NSF/ANSI/CAN 60: Drinking Water Treatment Chemicals - Health Effects 

(NSF 60) and NSF 61 standards were moved to a separate standard NSF/ANSI/CAN 600: Health Effects 

Evaluation and Criteria in Drinking Water (NSF 600). This was done to increase the accessibility of the 

health criteria and create a single source (NSF 600) for the multiple drinking water standards that reference 

the criteria, including, NSF 60 and NSF 61.  

A comprehensive review was made to identify Tnemec products that will meet the NSF 600 extraction 

requirements for xylene, ethylbenzene, and toluene that are effective January 1. 2023.  Tnemec is labeling 

these products with a combined NSF 61 and NSF 600 mark to allow users to quickly identify Tnemec 

products that will meet the more stringent criteria.  The product data sheets for these products will include 

special qualification statements indicating NSF 600 compliance and NSF is including the following statement 

to the NSF online listing notes:

“Meets the health effects requirements of NSF/ANSI/CAN 600 according to the requirements of 

NSF/ANSI/CAN 61”

Certified to 
NSF/ANSI/CAN 61

NSF/ANSI/CAN 600
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Please reference the appendix for more information on the new NSF/ANSI/CAN Standard 61-2018 edition. 

Appendix:
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